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AS Summer Music Tasks – 2021
1. Listening: 

· Listen to as wide a variety of music as possible over the holidays – you may be able to watch recorded concerts on TV, re-runs of the BBC Proms will be on Radio 3 and televised on BBC4.

We would like you to keep a listening diary with the following information:

· name of the piece/song, 

· composer

· when it was written 

· what you think of it

· A brief summary relating to the elements of music – Instruments, Accompaniment, Melody, Texture, Harmony, Tempo, Dynamics and Form. This should be no more than a side of A4 paper.

Please study at least one different piece/song a week. 

2. Set Works: The set works for AS are:- 
Symphony No. 104 in D major, 'London', movements 1 and 2: Haydn


Symphony No. 4 in A major, 'Italian', movements 1 and 2: Mendelssohn

Listen to the above music at least twice a week on You Tube so that you get to know it really well and are able to recognize the different tunes. You will be asked to identify the main themes so attempt to write them down as well as be able to sing or play them. Please also make notes on any interesting points that you find from each piece and draw up a small synopsis of the piece relating to context, period of composition, form and structure, influences and significant performances. 
3. Set Areas of Study: Choose one of the titles below and write an essay – you will have to do some listening before you can tackle this – just do your best and don’t worry!
The study of musical theatre from 1930-present
Either: Choose and discuss two different songs from a musical/musicals that you enjoy and say how the elements of music create the theatrical impact.
Jazz Music from the 20’s to the present day
Or: Choose two pieces of contrasting Jazz Music and discuss how the composer has used rhythm, melody, harmony and instrumentation to portray the overall intended effect
4. Composition

Compose a piece of music for your instrument, record it and email it to jr@blue-coat.org by the beginning of September.
If you play a melody instrument, then just concentrate on the melody rather than an accompaniment.

If you play piano/keyboard then obviously you'll be adding harmony as well. If you're a singer, your composition can be unaccompanied.
Before you start, research extensively the unaccompanied repertoire for your instrument.
Some suggestions are below:
J. S. Bach unaccompanied suites for strings

Benjamin Britten: Metamorphosen for oboe

Debussy: Syrinx for flute

Modern jazz pieces written for your instrument/voice

Folk pieces written for your instruments/voice

Concentrate on melody, rhythm, the unique characteristics of your particular instrument/voice, and form and structure.
5. Performance: Please prepare two contrasting solo pieces on your primary instrument/voice to perform to us early in September. You must have the piano accompaniments if your pieces require them and these are to be given to Mrs. Roberts in the first lesson.
Please bring your essay, notes, your listening diary and all of the other bridging work you have done with you to your first music lessons.

Have a great summer and see you in September!

Mr. Hewson and Mrs. Roberts
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