Welcome to A Level History
Congratulations on picking A Level History. 
It is a fantastic subject [we think so!] and we are so passionate about our A Level. Our students work hard and achieve amazing results alongside the development of those all-important skills that are crucial to life after A Levels.
Over the next few months, you will be asked to complete numerous tasks that will help you to bridge the gap between GCSE History and A Level History, and will hopefully confirm that you have picked the right subject for you!
The History department.











OCR A Level History, 2021-2023

	Topics studied
	Unit 1
Y108 – The early Stuarts and the origins of the Civil War, 1603-1660
	Unit 2
Y216 – The USA in the 19th Century, 1803-1890
	Unit 3
Y319 – Civil rights in the USA, 1865-1992
	Unit 4
Y100 – Independent study - Topic based essay [coursework] of 3000-4000 words


	When is this taught?




	Year 12
Revised in Y13
	Year 12
Revised in Y13
	Year 13
	Begin in Year 12
Finish Feb in Y13

	% towards the total A Level?




	25%
	15%
	40%
	20%


Bridging Unit One

Part one of your history package is about ensuring that you have secure knowledge and skills from your GCSE that you will need to access some of the key content and skills at A Level.

Knowledge links between your GCSE and History A Level

	
GCSE topic
	Key feature of your GCSE
	Links to Unit 1
[Y12]
	Links to Unit 2 [Y12]
	Links to Unit 3
[Y13]

	Henry VIII and his ministers
	The religious changes Henry made and the impact that they had on both the Royal family and English society
	
	
	

	


Crime and Punishment
	Crimes of heresy and treason,
1500-1700

	
	
	

	
	Witchcraft and King James I


	
	
	

	
	The Gunpowder Plot and King James I


	
	
	

	The Cold War
	Key events during the Cold War and the American presidents linked to them

	
	
	



Complete the tasks over the next pages to recap some aspects of the GCSE identified in the table above. For some of them you may want to use the electronic versions of our GCSE textbooks which have been provided to you.







Task One. Create a timeline of the key religious changes made by Parliament [Henry, Cromwell etc.] during the Reformation [1533-1540]








1540
1533

Task Two. Opposition to the Reformation [Break with Rome]
You should remember that opposition to the Reformation was quite limited.
[image: ][image: ]Complete the boxes below on key opposition to the Reformation. For each one briefly explain a) why they opposed the Break with Rome b) how they opposed and c) what happened to them. You will notice that not one form of opposition was ignored by Henry and his government.

Elizabeth Barton
John Fisher
Thomas More
Robert Aske and the
Pilgrimage of Grace


[image: ][image: ]

Task Three. Crime and Punishment, 1500-1700

Answer the questions below

1. What is the crime of heresy?

2. What is the crime of treason?

3. Why were the crimes of heresy and treason linked during this period?


Task Four. Witchcraft, 1500-1700

Task: Create a revision diagram of your choice on the next page that explores the reasons why people were more open to believe in witchcraft during the period 1500-1700, and why there was such a “hysteria”.
Consider the roles of the following:
· Role of the monarch
· Knowledge and understanding of geography/science
· Role of individuals 
· Wealth and poverty
· Attitudes in society
· English Civil War

Revision diagram suggestions:
· Mind map
· Flash card boxes
· Condensed notes
· A 3/4 minute revision video
Revision resource.






Task Five. The Gunpowder Plot, 1605
For this event you need to know why the plotters wanted to blow up Parliament, and what happened as a result of the plotters being caught.
Read the article attached and complete the questions below.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/civil_war_revolution/gunpowder_haynes_01.shtml

1. What is the link between the Gunpowder Plot and religion?









2. What impact did the Plot have on religion in England?








Extra resources to help with the tasks above:

Henry VIII and religious change:
· This is an excellent resource on the Reformation
Documentary Henry VIII The Most Iconic King of English History - YouTube
Heresy and Treason:
· Revision resource on crime and punishment 1500-1700 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zy7nqhv/revision/3

Witchcraft:
· Revision resource on witchcraft with a focus on the role of James I: 
James VI and I: History's Most Notorious Royal Witch-Hunter - HistoryExtra
Gunpowder Plot:
· Documentary on the Gunpowder Plot: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EMLHau_rBJ8
[image: Electronics, movie, technology, tv, watch, watching, watching tv icon]
Next time…Part two will focus on the specific topics you will study in Year 12.
If you want to get a feel for the American West [Unit 2], have a look at Tony Robinson’s documentary series on the Wild West:
Tony Robinsons Wild West S01E01 - YouTube episode one
Tony Robinsons Wild West S01E02 Full Episode - YouTube episode two
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